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HE Chriſtian Mitiftry being infrared 


man, as well in the preſent. world av in that 
to come, an attenitive' obſervation of the- 
habits we are required to be, is a duty of our 

office. By ſuch obſervation we note tie riſe 

of new evils and diſordets which demand new 
remedies, or at leaſt a-different application 
of the old; we diſcover new opportunities of 
doing good, which we ought. to embrace; 
and from the ſurpriſing changes which ſome- 


times take place in human affairs, we are 


and wiſdom which Fg aro 10 
alford. | 
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for promoting the true happigeſs- of 


N 
15 
of = 
1 — 4 
* 
| 
: 
— 
- & 1 
. 
* 


Wen ae eee 


r . . oa 


\ 


( 4 ) | 
afford. The inſtruftors of mankind x 
bound to mark th&events of: 
ſhould ſtand ready to improv E 
Indeed it is hardly poſſible not to x 
with a ſteady and inquiſitive eye, the oe 
rences of ſo eventful a period as the yur 
We have ſeen a great nation at 
itſelf the notice of all Europe, 'by one oft 
moſt extraordinary revolutions that the f 
of hiſtory ever recorded. It is not to be 
dered at indeed, that an event of ſuch mak 
nitude, and which involves in it Þ m 
grand political ſpeculations, odd Web | 
great part of mankind. Here let us 
fide: but indulge the hope which pH 
men ought to feel, that the diffuſion i 
tue and happineſs will be the reſult q 8 
change, in ſo conſpicuous a part of the u 
tre of Europe. We are the miniſters ai 
God in whoſe hand are all the- enn! 
time. Whatever intereſts unite. ↄt 
mankind, it belongs to our chars cter 0 
devoted to thoſe of real religion, as the ei 
of God ; and to meet every great oĩ 
in the world with a hope, ben ae 
made eventually to contribute to th 


ment of his church. e it 
Woch 


1 


65 757 8 
"Wold to Ghd, there was wehe e. 


ie preſent times, that would! encourage” us 
) believe, that the advancement of piety was 
principal object in the view of thoſe W 
re deeply engaged in managing them! But, 
is | however it may be our ardent defire; 
hat an over-raling Providence may finally 


rue religion, it is impoſſible not to feel ſome 
auſes of apprehenſion from the preſent aſpect 
f things. We cannot but obſerve. in our 
wn happy country, that while men'are pa- 
egyrizing liberty, and * publiſhing their 
riumphs in the diffuſion of it, they are min- 
ling with their eulogiums, ſentiments that 
rike at the order and tranquility of ſociety ; 
won us too much teaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
aſked as the friends of mankind, they are 
king to render them diſcontented, oy Chev 
d, and refr actory. | 

In a careful ſtudy of the hiſtory of man, 
e cannot but be ſtruck with the miſeries 
hat have reſulted from the want of ſubordi- 
* in thoſe placed under authority. From 
us ſource we trace the evils exiſting in the 
A 3 moral 


onduCt things to the further extenſion 7 
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' viſible diſorders of a diſturbed: ſyſtm 1 
I we contract our views, and convemplye 
man as he appears in thoſe ſmaller gm 


We ſee the ſame cauſes produce fil & 
prevails, there is miſery, N 


| there is ſuch an agency now in hie 


- thority, has already begun to ſhew itlel 
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kind, bat the deſection — | 


from its ſupreme Goyernor? What: an the] 
miſcries attendant on this depravii butt 


tem deranged by the ſpirit- of diba 


nities which are the abſtracts of the lag, 
the ſame reflections muſt oceur to our mn 


tees. Wherever the ſpirit of cube 


Theſe conſiderations lead us always ol 
alarmed, whenever we perceive ;any thing u 
work that is calculated to leſſen the feakd 
ſubordination. And do not we. kmay that 


amongſt us? and is it altogether ynlyceebs 
ful? No, indeed. The ſpirit of ſubondinw 
tion is evidently declining in this land; a6 
a vicious independence, that ſpurns it all u- 


This refractory ſpirit is calling aloud i: 
an alteration of our preſent circum 
and is diſtinguiſhing itſelf, among othel 


dert by an endeavour to nu A 
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own conduft dort not favour the defigns of our 


tion their writings meet with, is ſuch, that 
they are not to be treated altogether. wich 
contempt. And I. would caution my reve- 


ſecurity from the preſent peaceable ſtate of 
things in this country. True it is, that 


who are given to change, the preſent Kate 
of things does not, on the whole, threaten 


the immediate execution of them. The guar- 
dians of the conſtitution in church and ſtate, 
poſſeſs the public confidence. There is an 
evident reluctance in the bulk of the people 
to a change. The country is in proſperous 
circumſtances. All theſe are facts. But can 


world, forget the inſtability of all things 
here? Can you forget the unexpected tranſi- 
tions that have taken place, where previous 


a 


bel, and your er in particular... 33 
A ſhort: admonitiqm occhrs to me relatine 
to this attempt, Let us be eargful that our 


"kherfaries. The abilitiesof thoſe who age 
making theſe attempts, or at leaſt the recey- 


end brethren againſt indulging too great a 


however manifeſt the intentions of thoſ are, 


you, who are fo read in the hiſtory of the | 


arcumſtances have predicted no ſuch event? 
A4 We | 


not but, at times, de ruck with th 
ty f ſuch a 1.8 "66 
ohm country. iin Wk 12 Up: (1 
This fluctuating nature of all ting h 


des that affects men according h With. 


it may, whatever is known to be worthlch 


tives againſt ſchiſmaticks, or calling up or 


K 8 ) 
We Ginace overlook tfieſe 


er 


occurs likewiſe to our adverſaries nn 


ſpective views; It ſhould make us vigilint 
cautious, provident. It inſpires t Wh 


| _ hope. | I'do not cnceive that they Me 


expect to effect the accompliſhment af ther 


defigns at preſent: but they Eno. titel. 


tical periods may arrive; and their empor. 


ment now, is the laying in of 'eombiiliiti 


againſt that Rm ſeaſon wy applying the 
hive = a> ob 4 2202, 2 1 


Should the fre kindle; it wit devot per 
hayls with indiſcriminate fury. *Be*that's * 


muſt then fall. And ſhall we ſtand if truth 
ſhould mark us out as men paid to inſtrud, 
yet without knowledge; ſupported as exams 
ples to the nation, yet deſtitute" af nm 


ourſelves? Shall we think to check its d- 


ſtructive progreſs by declaiming about om 
*« excellent church,” by dealing out inves 


e 


| 
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«8-7 8 
mer inſtances of the anarchy wh Hlocdthet 
they have occaſiomed? No. The age is paſſ- 
ed in which language of this kind made ſome 
impreſſion ; in the profane wet it wil ſcarcely 
be hear. 

My reverend brethren, the times will not 
allow us to lull each other into ſecurity, by 
giving and receiving encomĩums on the learn- 
ing and pity of the clergy. We are not met 
to ſalute and compliment each other: We 
are met together for our own; and the public 
benefit ; and permit me to arteriipt” this, by 
a faithful addreſs. / © ED, wha 

I ſhould ſmile at all the attempts th emiſ- 
ſaries of faction are making on tlie exiſtence 
of our church, if I ſaw the clergy diligent, 
devoted, and- exemplary. But, alas! It i 
too evident, that as a body, they are not 
phat their predeceſſors were. They are loſing 
their character, and of courſe their conſe- 
quence : and till the former is recovered, 


van will be all the attempts to recover what No 


is loſt of the latter, or even to retain ſo much 
pf it as is yet left. If I would prove that 
your conſequence is declining, I need only 
refer to ſome facts, which are of too public a 
nature to have eluded your obſervation. Do 

you 


— 


| 
, 
| 
* 


Jou not perceive, that the ſectatigz 5 
ing ground on yon in many dns 


tribute their progreſs? To their Je 
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faſhionable reſort: can you wonder that jt 


tion of your importance is a cc 
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kingdom ? Do nes wr ſee this tinted 
with at leaſt one body of religi an 
the Methodiſts ? And to what are ma | 


To their mgenuity ? To any popular 0 
dice in their favour ? From theſe ſour 
derive no ſtrength : but they are diligent. 
they attend to the people and you: 
them, muſt they not gain ground n 
If the dying man wants the inſtrpCtjons, 
conſolations of a Chriſtian miniſter, and 
inſtead of being ready to attend h 
ſcarcely to be found, except at places: 


4 


flocks are divided ? If you deſert your pal 
zo tread the circle of pleaſure, the Neg.! 
though illiterate mechanic, ſeizes * 
you have left open wo him, and the di 


1I6Q ue 
* 


not ſo much of his addreſs, n 

inattention. 4; 
We cannot overlook another ci circumbiat 
that has contributed to the ſucceſs of th 
people. You perceive, that, though u 
many diſadvantages, they obtain attenti 


1 


+*:4 It muſt; be confeſſed, that there ia 
mething ſo faſcinating in 2 yehement mane 
er of addreſſing an, audience, that a man of 
principles might; become popular by it 
x a while, But when I conſider the length 
i time in which theſe people haye ſupported 


nore than manner in order to account for th 
ect. And I think I diſcover the, cauſe; in 
de matter of their preaching. There js 


hrough all that want of literature, that en+ 
huſiaſm, thoſe groſs ' violations of all the 
rules of propriety. and decorum found 
amongſt them, we perceive that they inculy 


do not ſay, they have made a fair and full 
thibition of the religion of Chriſt ; but it 
muſt be acknowledged, that they have diſtin+ 
guiſhed themſelves, by recalling the attention 
of men to ſome truths of prime importance 


happily neglected. 


preſſed with the ſeal of heavenly truth, ſet 
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Fo what is it owing? Non will tell me pe 
3, that their earnefigeſs will alodegecount = 
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hemſelyes, I cannot but look for ſomething 


certainly ſomething, warthy of notice in. that,. 


ate the great leading truths of Chriſtianity, | 


in the Chriſtian ſyſtem, which we have un- 


Abandon thgſe doctrines which are im- 


tn) 


up any thing in their Need, nd ali 
its publication with all that : fond 
of language, or grace of action can git, of 
you will not for any great length of tiki 
tereſt mankind. It is not "God's" e 
ment. And however dextrous the Witty 
may be, if he negle&ts to uſe the meum 
God furniſhes for the ſervice, he will ind 
is ** Jabouring in the fire.“ Bvann 
truths, under all diſadvantages, will nuke 
their way to the heart : they have 
of God andthe neceſſities of men tb M 
in their progreſs. Let us therefont ug 
to that kind of preaching which ene 
and changed the world; which, in the hank 
of poor fiſhermen, triumphed: overthe pls 
loſophy of Greece and Rome; and in U 
of which, unpatronized and unlettered u 
are ſtil! producing effects which the un 
judiced cannot overlook, however th g, 
ted may ſhut their eyes againſt theſe fall 
If theſe men can obtain attention, by dec, 
ing the great eſſential truths of Chriſtianity 
what execution might not you do-with'fue 
inſtruments in your hands, who have had 
liberal education; whoſe rank in the comm. 
nity is held reſpectable; and to many « 

wa 


| 


e 


lam, whole pariſhes are looking; as wee © 
inſtructors? / 
b,, S- 
Joctrines which are peculiar to Chriſtianity, ' 
it muſt be a matter of real concern to one 
ho has the welfare of the church at heart, 
o ſee thoſe doctrines neglected. And I muſt 
ſet it, that they have been neglected. An ' 
attention therefore, to the great points of the * 
briſtian faith, muſt be preſſed on the clergy; ' 
by him who would ſucceſsfully attempt to re- 
wer their conſequence in the -communitys © 
ou do not ©* make full proof of your miniſ- b 
in exhibiting the character of mere mo- 9 
liſts, There is a ſuperior character to be 
aimed at; a character, that is formed only in | 
ſchool of Chriſt, namely, that of a Chriſ- , | 
| 


an divine. By a Chriſtian divine, I do not 
nean the firſt of ſcholars ; the diſtinguiſhed 
jolemic ; the man who has abilities which _ . 
qualify him for the divinity chair. Some- \1 
ing ſhort of the endowments neceſſary for i 
Ic˖ch a ſituation, may be ſufficient for the | 
jath in which moſt of us have to move. But 1 
urely every clergyman! ſhould reach after 
at comprehenſion in profeſſional know- 
ge, which may qualify him to attend to, 


is ſteign to the: deſign of Tis Wits but 


n any of the commonly occurring t 
that muy be ſubmitted to him as U en 


in a dependenee on God's *helf Spirit, to 
felt, you may conſider yourſelves" Bay 
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and eff: ſomething i the vir Wall 
that may come before. Him. Tile 
fore the paftor, whoſe retired hours it no 
appropriated to the purſuits of ſu Wiring 


who is aiming to be able to dee A thi 
gious truth that may be attacked I Air f. 
Fence ; to inferm an inquiret on a topic on 
which he might ſeek fatisfactiom f wane: 


mftruftor; and to comfort thoſe diſtreſs 
perſons, whom either the trials of "life or ai 
aftuicty about their ſalvation, ma fad td 
Mm for relief. In ſhort, 1 mean one who 
is grounded in the faith, one who is deiere 
mined to know.cornparativelymnothluagamoy 
his flock, but Jeſus Chriſt and him ergeied, 
and who is daily endeavouring to * appro 
« himſelf a workman that needeth not to 
« aſhamed ; by rightly dividing the w 
„truth.“ In ſteadily purſuing the views 
proſecuting the labours, arid endeavouriy 


make the energy and effect of this chatadit! 


—_— Aan "us 
Si 
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| < " F: 
the honour of being * workers together vin 
« God.” 

God forbid that I ſhould be ſo unjust, 
to involve you all in indifcriminate cenſure 

I have the happineſs to know, that many of 
you ſpeak according to the oracles of God, 
and are examples to the believers in word, 
« jn converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
* faith, and in purity.” All that I have to 
recommend to you, is to ſtudy the aſpect of 
the times, in order to ſee what political evils _ 
ne generating, and how to prevent their 
| growth, There ſeems now to be a loud call 


public mind. : 
In exhorting you to attend to this cal, I 
an only putting you. upon an endowvour to 
counteraCt thoſe, who are zealouſly employed 
in attempting to corrupt the public mind: 
Political pamphlets are ſcattering the ſeeds of 
diſcontent far and wide. In contemplating 
theſe productions, we do not diſcover a vit= . 
tuous patriotiſm as the ruling principle f 
the writers, There is a malevolence of ſpirit 
pervading them, the evident defign of which 
v to inject an implacable antipathy irito the 
ninds of the people againſt their rulers, and 
to 


| 
| 
; 
g 
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on our order, to attend to formativn of an 3 
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to excite a ſpirit of revolt. rd * 
ty. A virtuous love of liberty ind 


' neficial to others. And we Who u be md 
niſters, of a religion that breathes the pureſt 


man nature, we are aware, that the great a 


orders are apt to diſregard authority our n 


this honour to the modern apoſtles; of liber 
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of v 


<< © 


led on with the uſual addreſs of almoſt al 
public diſturbers; namely, by-- placing tha 
popular idea in their front, the dd like: 
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honourable and uſeful paſſion: it olle 
him who is warmed by it, it renders him be 


— 


ſpirit of philanthropy, ſhould rejoice when. 
ever we ſee the comforts of mains like 
to be increaſed. Far be it from us io be di 
turbed at the extenſion of true freedom! At 
thoſe who ought te know ſomething of hi- 
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likely to abuſe power, and that the infenor 


hgion teaching us not to countenance ei- 
ceſſes of any kind, forbids us to A dhe en. 
croachments that the one are apt to make an 
the other, Equally indignant at the des d 
being the tools of either tyranny/or fatto 
we are led to venerate the promoters of 4 
virtuous liberty. But we heſitate to-aſeibe 


ty. We think, that we have reaſon to bb 


ſider them as perſons who are inſtigated by 
. A : en- 


3). ob 
ini paſſion for liberty, and that this is 


what they are ſeeking to excite in the people. 
Every well diſpoſed mind muſt be affected 


(more properly deſeribed by the word licen- 


to perceive, that this vicious kind of liberty” \ * 


tiouſneſs) is ſpreading amongſt us. The re- 85 


ſpect once paid to rank, to office, and to age, 
i decreaſing daily. Majeſty itſelf is inſulted 
by licentious prints; and the public fami- 
farized to the ſight of the ſupreme magiſtrate 
held up to the deriſion of his ſubjects, loſe 
more and more of their native veneration for 
the perſon of the ruler; and with it, that 
neceſſary and wholeſome regard to order, 
whence ariſes the ſtrength, .the beauty, and 
the comfort of civil ſociety. 

You cannot but have obſerved the ſucceſs 
which has attended this pernicious agency. 
You muſt have perceived that propenſity to a. 
vicious independence which the current tone 
of private converſation has of late diſcovered, 


and you are alarmed, no doubt, at the pro- 
ſpect of thoſe future evils it ſeems to predict. 
A moment's reflection on theſe things, will 
ſuggeſt to us the path of duty. 
The miniſters of religion have great op- 
portunities of influencing the minds of the 
E people 


n x _—_ 
people with reſpect to political * by 
the attention that is paid to they the 
frequent opportunities they have of addr. 
ing a collection of people. Let the Preacher 
exerciſe his ſpiritual office in f to 
Political views, and how ſucceſsfully may he 
proſecute his main object, by the advantage 
he has in being appointed to condu the ſo- 
lemnities of religious worſhip.. Here, be cin 
blend a political, with a religious ſentiment, 
He can work it into a prayer or a ſermon, 
By an artful aſſociation of religious and poli 
tical ideas the mind has been heated and 
wrought up to a certain degree of ſuſceptibi. 
lity. Thus prepared it has been ftruck by x 
political artificer, and received that W 
he wiſhed it to retain. 1 
Bur, am I going to recommend i it to you 
to be political preachers? God forbid, we 
ſhould ever be recognized under that chame- 
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ter! What I have juſt mentioned, was mer Wi 
with a view of reminding you, how. much Wi ©! 
the miniſter of religion is capable of influ- Wl 
encing the public mind. Here is a power ne 
our hands, by the exerciſe of which, ſome N © 
have thrown ſociety into diſorder ; it may be Wl p. 


. Ly 
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xcceſsfully explore v7 us to. better Pure. a 


74 it be aſked me, Whether, and how — 

far a miniſter of religion ſhould interfere 1 in 
itical matters, I am prepared to anſwer, | 5 

s follows. To the firſt queſtion, I humbly 

ofer this reply, It ſhould ſeem that the mi- 

niſters of religion ſhould never interfere 1 in 

political matters, but in critical emergencies, 

nd in the plaineſt caſes. Where things are 

not thus circumſtanced, it is indecorous I in 

them to appear to act in concert with politi- 

dns. They are, by profeſſion, ſpiritual 

men; and always ſubject themſelves to con- 

tempt, when they are ſeen to take an active 4 

part in ſecular purſuits, Beſides this, it may | 

te preſumed, that they are-not all qualified —_ 

for the part they aſſume, They have not 

time ſufficient for the ſtudies neceſſary to 

form both the ſtateſman, and the divine. If 

they attain to any proficiency in the former 

of theſe profeſſions, it is highly probable they, 

have been negligent in attending to the duties 

df the latter. If, on the other hand, ſenſible 

of the ſuperior importance of theological 

purſuits, they have devoted moſt of their 

me to theſe, they are probably but ſuperti- __ 

Ts cial , 
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cial politicians ; -and if 7 ee on the 
ſubject will be crude, an thetf * [chenigs, i 
all likelihood, viſionary.” ” 3 ee? 
That there may, AGE? be 50 
caſes, in which it may be lawful; yea; laud, 
able, for them to interfere, 1 cannot de, 
But I pretend not to great accurady ii draw. 
ing the line. And I ſeem to myſelf to keep 
at a ſafe diſtance from the extremes an edel 
fide, i in exhorting t the clergy never publich o 
concern themſelves in political“ matters, un- 
leſs in critical emergencies, and in the plan. 


eſt caſes. Am I required to he fomewhat 
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more explicit ? Will it be aſked, hat are the b 
occaſions that will juſtify the clergy 1 in con- 
cerning themſelves with the civil ſtatꝭ of ti 
country? I anſwer, Then do they ſeem to by | 
called to ſomething more than filently'to ob- ; 
ſerve what 1s paſſing, when ſuch politic { 
ideas are ſpreading, as ſtrike at" the funds 0 
mental principles of morality, as are deftruc 4 
tive of all ſenſe of ſubordination, and which 
threaten the peace of the community, Wha . 
ſuch ideas are nat only inculcated but do- . 
ed, government calls upon all whom (he I 
protects, to lend an helping hand. It i 
critical emergency. Nor can the miniſter of 10 


fell 


2 - 


E. Rs . . . ̃ M 


2 


( 2 1 15 50 
religion excuſe his refuſal to obey the ſum- 
mons, by ſay ing, that the thing does not 
come, within his province, for it certainly | 
does. It 18 not merely-a civil queſtion, it 1s 4 
i much a moral as a political queſtion. Here 
xe ſentiments in circulation, which affect 
not only the relation that exiſts between a 
king and his ſubjects, but that which exi ſts 
between a maſter and a ſervant, a parent and 
a child, yea, which affects that relation which 
niſts between God and his creatures, | 
Leaving you, reverend brethren, to com- 
pare theſe reflections, with the aſpect of the 
preſent times, I proceed to anſwer this queſ- 
tion, In 0hat way ought a miniſter of reli- 
gion to interfere in political matters, when 
the occaſion is ſuch as to require his atten- 
ton? Attempts of this kind are never to be 
made by laying aſide the proper character of 
Chriſtian miniſters. At any rate, this cha- 
rafter is to be preſerved. Now, there is a 
my of interfering in theſe things by which 
thus character is ſtill preſerved; and it is at 
the ſame time perhaps, not the leaſt likely 
method of effecting the ends aimed at, by 
ſuch interference. The rule I have laid down 
for myſelf in endeavouring to obtain theſe 
B 3 ends, 


the people, as without any ſpecific” a fl 


In a more explicit way, for- feveral reaſon, 


the attention of a religious aſſembly fron 


Like an hired declaimer againſt theirdo&r 
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ends, is to profecute them By N uming a f 
infuſion of ſuch principles int wwe mink d 


mal application of them to certain ebam 

or deſigns, may filently act as an mite 

the poiſon of corrupt writings: | 
I prefer this method to the coming fe 


It is leſs likely to ſubje& us to the ſuſpica 
of ſtanding candidates for the douceurs of th 
ſtate. By this method, you do hoticall a 


the eternal world. You excite no las 
war, the prelude frequently, yea, the ca 
of civil war. This method is further * 
ble, as you attack the adverſary, without pi 
ing him conſequence. And laſtly, it ſtnit 
at the root of the evil. - I would not the 
fore ſtand forward as the avowed antagonil 
of political ſeducers. I would not apye 


but I would aim at forming a character p 
ſeſſed of feelings, that would be ſhocked & 
their deſigns; and diſpoſitions, that wo 
ſpontaneouſly lead them to what is right. 
there are any public diſcontents exifting, 
the n of Chriſt obſerve the princp® 
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that feeds them. Let him attack this prin- 
| ciple, ſhew its evil tendency, and avail him- 
ſelf of all opportunities of counteracting its 
| influence. All this he may do, and yet never 
be ccognized as a political preacher ; never 
| diminiſh the ſimplicity and dignity of the 


paſtoral character. And by the quiet infu- 
fion of principles calculated to render his 
countrymen ſober, orderly, and happy, he 
may ſucceſsfully addreſs himſelf to the de- 
ſtruction of miſchievous doctrines, while he 
leaves their authors to ſink into their deſerved 
; oblivion. 

Thus Iexhort you, reverend wank who 
are endeavouring to make full proof of your 
miniſtry, to avail yourſelves of the opportu- 
nities you have of influencing the public 
mind; and to counteract the endeavours-of 
thoſe, whoſe aim ſeems to be to diſunite and 
diſorder ſociety, by weakening the ſenſe of 
ſubordination in its members. From you, 
in whom I perceive the true paſtoral ſpirit, 
much is to be expected. And I truſt that 
none of you will think that the taſk, which 
from a ſenſe of duty I have been commend- 
ing to you, is foreign to the deſign of your 
office, Your great object, I know, is to de- 
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liver men from their ſins, and in 
from infidelity as the cauſe of them," I wa 


much to be. pitied ſhould I attempt do kl 
your attention to this evil, the cauſe of þ 
many others. Yet I would remind you, thit 
in the eager proſecution of an ohjecb af im 
importance, we are ſometimes apt to ow. 
look inferior objects, which nevertheleh 
ought to have a proportionate ſhare: of ou 
attention. While therefore you arenen 
in endeavouring to ſpread the knowledge of 
evangelical doctrine, let me intreatyou, to 
keep your eye likewiſe on that diſpoſition to 
violate the order of ſociety, ſo viſible in the 
_ Preſent day. Let me exhort you to be an- 
ful, that no incidental reflection may eſcape 
you, from which this diſpoſition may dem 
ſtrength. Men of your ſerious turn of mind 
are often led, when diſcourſing, for inſtance, 
on the vanity of the world, to ſpeak of the 
unſubſtantial nature of human greatnels—t0 
endeavour to bring down ** the lofty looks of 
© men” in power, by ſetting forth the fral- 
ty, the vanities, or the vices, of thoſe who 
have filled the ſuperior ſtations of life. You 
have naturally from theſe views adverted to 


the meanneſs and impiety of a ſervile wn 
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ment to the great. The preſent tunes require 
. guarded and delicate management of ſuch 
topics. Let us be careful not to commit ſuch 
1 miſtake as to attack the e of a paſt age, 
by a kind of addreſs that ſcems to counte- 
nance thoſe of the preſent. Servility is not 
the reigning error of the times in which we 
live. There is an oppoſite vice already gone 
forth, to which our attention is to be direct- 
ed; and as it is ready to take hold of every 
thing in its way that may augment its force, 
be it our care that it collects 2 from 
the Chriſtian pulpit. 

Methinks, I fee my country direct an ex- 
preflive eye to us, as if, from the nature of 
our office ſne drew encouragements to expect 
from us, above all the orders of the ſtate, the 
moſt lively and diſintereſted regard to her 
lafety and happineſs. To the clergy, the re- 
llective part of the nation is looking: much, 
unqueſtionably, is in your power. To you, 
1s ſtill conſigned the taſk of forming the man- 
ners of the age. As you ſuſtain a literary 
character, many of you are entruſted with the 
nling generation, and have to mould the 
minds of thoſe youths, who are hereafter to 
bl the great departments of the ſtate, And 


1 


9 ( 286,-) | 

and ſtrengthening of moral principle in the 
people at large, yet reſts with u 
Let vs in E4& reſpective offices have oe 
object; namely, the recovery of the natiai t 
God. In the general diſregard" to his being 
and authority, is to be found all the ſubſtan. 
tial cauſes of apprehenſion and arixiety, me. 
tive to our ſafety. The licentious aſſertions 
of modern demagogues, uttered: by them a 
inſtances of the growing light of the age, ar 
but the effects of growing impiety. The cor- 
ruption of manners has formed both the 
maſters and the diſciples. The literary pro- 
fligate becomes the oracle of faction, and the 
diſſolute vulgar, long habituated to a diſe- 
gard of divine authority, are eaſily led to in. 
ſult that image of it which ought to be reve- 
renced in the perſon of the maſter, the pa- 
rent, or the magiſtrate : and are-therefore 


found fit inſtruments for the perpetration of 
thoſe miſchiefs, to which they are direct 


by intereſted leaders. | 
However concerned for the welfare of our 
country, diſcerning minds are not ſurprizd 
at that which occaſions this concern. Thing 
have been long tending to this. a” 
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diſregard of religion, not in the leaſt leſſened 
by the feeble efforts of that ſuperficial and 
duftile morality which has been taught in 
many places, was likely to increaſe.; till at 
length all ſenſe of duty being extinguiſhed, 
thoſe reſtraints which hitherto had preſerved 


/ ſociety in peace, would be broken through. 


Thoſe reſtraints ſeem now to be giving way 3 
and we muſt fly to them, and endeavour to 
ſtrengthen them, ere they are entirely gone. 
In private life, we feel that they are every 
day growing. weaker and weaker. If a ſenſe 
of ſubordination is not revived, there will 
not be a ſervant to be found. All govern- 
ment, both in public and private life, will be 
found impracticable, and a diſgraceful and 
diſtreſſing anarchy will preſent itſelf to the 
ſpectator, as the ruin of that ſocial edifice 
which was raiſed by the labour of ages. 
According to the doctrine of political re- 
formers, there ſeems to be no evil worthy of 
being mentioned but that of ſlavery. But 
ae there no other evils? Is not the want of 
an obedient diſpoſition a ſerious evil? Is it 
not one of the greateſt cauſes of miſery ? In 
the conneCtion between parents and children, 
maſtersand ſervants, hasit not been found, that 
| life 
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life has been embittered more from this gif, 
than from any other? On the other hand, 
when is ſociety ſo beautiful; when as the 
individuals who compoſe it ſo happy, as when 
the ſpirit of ſubordination is felt all 
it? Every one keeping his afligned- place, 
every one performing the duties of his ſtua. 
tion, every one throughout the ſeveral grads. 
tions of the community exhibiting a ſenſe of 
obedience to his immediate ſuperior, and all 
conſpiring to honour the will of the Supreme 
Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
This in perfection is heaven. A ſtate in 
which there ſeems to exiſts various orders, 
and in which the perfection of happineh 1 Is 
experienced. 
To bring the world to a reſemblance of | 
this, to bring down to earth as much as poſ- 
ſible of heaven, is confeſſedly the end of jour 
office. And in the genuine influence of 
Chriſtianity on the hearts and lives of men, 
we certainly ſhall find ſome reſemblance of 
that ſtate. To this let your prayers, your 
ſtudies, your endeavours, be directed, While 
you are attempting this, the lot of the mel 
ſengers of God in former times may be yours. 
Your admonitions may not produce their in- 


629 ) 
tended effect. The increaſe of wealth, the 
luxury, the refinements, of a great © imer - 
cial nation, may counteract you, i every 
effort you are making to chriſtianiſè man- 
kind, The ſtream of diſſipation may bear 
way every mound thrown up by miniſters 
or magiſtrates. But, O be not you carried 
away with them. Let us not diſcern in your 
language, your dreſs, or your habits, the 
vices or vanities of the age. 
Do not forget by what names your office 
is diſtinguiſhed in the holy ſcriptures. ' The 
labours of huſbandmen, the toils of fiſher- 
men, the fatigues of ſoldiers, are what thoſe. 
who aſſume the clerical function muſt conſi- 
der themſelves called to. Let them not miſ- 
underſtand either their calling, or their pre- 
ent ſituation : the holy ſcriptures condemn 
the ſoft, luxurious, uſeleſs ecclefiaſtic, nor is 
the world any longer difpoſed to ſupport him. 
You live in evil times, but if you underſtand 
them aright you will perceive that they urge 
you to greater devotedneſs in your profeſſion. 
If the true ſpirit of the Chriſtian miniſtry is 
in you, the more iniquity abounds, the more 
you will feel yourſelves called to exert every 
power that can be employed in the work of 
| . God. 
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God. Nor will you labour in vain, E 

perſevere in well doin g, You may be 2 to 
cloſe your miniſterial courſe, rejoicing taper. 
ceĩve, that you leave your country riſing, not 
only in civil, but moral improvement; Butif 
you are carried off by the prevaldiee of ail; 
you, the inſtructors - the monitors. the ex. 
amples of the age, all is gone | The lights xe 
extinguiſhed ! The ſalt has loſt its fayour| 
and darkneſs and barrennefs covers the earth! 
May we be preſerved from the corruptions 

& the age in which we live, and be enabled 
faithfully to diſcharge the truſt committed 
unto us, and God will be with us ; that God 
who ſtilleth the enemy and the avenger. In 
taking care of thoſe he has given you in 
charge, you ſhall find he will take care of 
you. Seek therefore the preſent and future 
welfare of your flocks, and you may bid de- 
fiance to your enemies. The people will lo 
you. They will feel you are neceſſary to 
them. Yea, that you are a bleſſing to 
them. You may deſpiſe the language of 
thoſe, who aſſuming a kind of prophetic 
foreſight, have predicted the annihilation of 

your order, if the people ſee you are employ- 
ed for their good]; if they find they are fen. 
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dered happy by your labours. Obſcure and Wn 
deſperate innovators may attempt to turn the 
hand of your country againſt you, bu tha the * 
recollection of your known piety, diligence, _ -, 
and uſefulneſs, ſuch an attempt will þe re- | 

ceired with indignation: and ſerve to ſtrength= © * 
en that attachment to you, which your ad- 
jerſaries may endeavour to diſſolve, | 
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